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 From the president Alice van Bekkum  

 

 

 

 

In this newsletter we report on our Faces to Graves activities since May this year.  

Attention for our foundation faded somewhat after the successful photo event 

‘The Faces of Groesbeek’ and the visit of Princess Margriet; the enormous effort 

that this cost us all took its toll - everybody needed a well earned rest!  

During the Board meeting it was decided to organize this event every two years 

in order to avoid only being concerned with collecting photos. Our main task 

after all is the writing of life stories. 

Regarding the published life stories we have caught up with the arrears in editing 

and translating. There are now about 450 life stories in Dutch and English in the 

Digital Monument on our website and we can all be proud of this achievement! 

Many families have had contact with us and we would like to have all their stories 

ready but we ask them for patience; there are a number of stories waiting to be 

written. 

Now that the long winter evenings are her, everyone is getting to work again. 

 

Two of our hardworking volunteers have cleared the arrears: Luc Ronde, editor 

and Jos Dierick, translator. The following volunteers have also helped with 

translation: Gwyn de Jong, Ria Lap, Adriana Op het Veld and Monique Greup-

Diesfeldt. Else Schaberg also edited and translated English stories. Adriana has 

recently withdrawn as she is now busy with a new job; thank you for the 

translations you have done. Sadly Monique has had to withdraw after some 

difficult operations. Monique, we hope you make a full recovery and soon return 

to help us again when you are feeling better. 

Every time a researcher succeeds in contacting a soldier’s family, one is struck 

by the warm reactions from them; this stimulates the researcher even more and 

that is the best motivation for continuing this work.  
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Looking back, so much has been done by the volunteers, each in his/her own 

way. In the beginning, many gave the Faces to Graves project little chance of 

success but perseverance has paid off. Will you also help us? 

Time and again it turns out that there is something unusual in a soldier’s story. 

Not all the military were killed in heavy fighting or a plane crash. Sometimes 

they died after the end of the war: in a road accident, working with munitions, or 

even after an evening out etc. 

In the meantime there are some new members for our Research Team: we 

welcome Debbie Vervoort, Jacqueline Berns and Susanne Steegs. One of our 

members, Maurice Nagelhout has had a serious operation that has not been 

completely successful; Maurice, we wish you a full recovery. 

Gijs Christ has made an Instagram account for us and also manages it: 

facestograves.  

Else has ensured that we have our own YouTube channel now, you can find the 

link on our website  

 

In this newsletter,Tefke, Luc and Jos write about their motivation/inspiration to 

work for Faces to Graves: 

Tefke van Dijk:  Why I became active at Faces to 

Graves. 

Sunday September 13, 2020: I participated in the 

Freedom Tour with my husband Vincent, two children 

(15 and 13 years old) and parents-in-law. That day we 

cycled a beautiful historic route through Nijmegen and 

the surrounding area to remember and experience that 

we live in freedom. We enjoyed the bike ride, the 

beautiful surroundings and interesting stories we heard 

          along the way. 

We stopped, among other things, at the Canadian war cemetery in Groesbeek. 

Sigrid Norde was standing at the entrance. She told us about Faces to Graves. 

The project looked familiar to me. Did I ever read about it in the newspaper? The 

story touched me. Sounded like a good volunteer job to me. I told Sigrid that I 

was a writer and asked if they were still looking for volunteers at Faces to 

Graves. Sigrid directed me to Alice van Bekkum, who was standing further up the 

cemetery. 

When I told Alice that I would like to contribute as a writer, we talked briefly 

about the possibilities and I got her business card. The next day I sent Alice an 

email and the rest is history. Not much later I could get started with my first 

biography and I also joined at a first meeting (in corona time). 

I have now been able to write a few biographies. Every time I think it is a nice 

quest. Slowly a life unfolds before me, I see the bigger family picture and 

someone gets a face. The ending of the story is obvious, the details of the ending 
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are not always known. I think it is remarkable how much I can enjoy the 

historical puzzle (apparently it is in my blood, with a historian as father) and I 

love to convert the data found into words for a beautiful life story. 

I now regularly visit the cemetery to visit “my boys”. That is how it feels a bit. I 

have got to know them better on paper. I am grateful to them for their role in a 

terrible war. Also because of their struggle I now live in freedom. I think about 

that every time I stand in front of a grave. I think it is nice to dwell upon this and 

remember them with respect. 

I hope to be able to write many more life stories for Faces to Graves. It is a great 

initiative. The war heroes of the past and their relatives deserve to be in our 

thoughts forever.  

~~~~~~ 

 

In 2019 I, Luc. Ronde (1949), was approached by a member of the editorial 

staff of Faces to Graves. They were looking for someone 

who would edit life stories about Canadian soldiers who 

died in action. There was a considerable backlog in 

processing these life stories and it was thought that I, 

with years of experience in correcting texts as a teacher 

of the Dutch language, could do something for them. 

In mid-2019 I went to work. First I immersed myself in 

the Faces to Graves Foundation and visited the 

Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery. I knew very little 

about either of these things. 

When I dealt with the first life stories it took a while to 

find the right way of working, but I learned as I went along. The same was true 

for the translations that I made for a change from English, when there was no 

story to edit. 

The life stories are impressive: young men who left home and hearth in the 

prime of their lives to fight for the freedom of Europe. It touches me time and 

again. It often starts so full of hope, the start of a life full of expectations and 

perspective, and it always ends with an early death. A Canadian soldier who gave 

his life for us. 

I have great admiration for all volunteers of the Research Team who record these 

life stories. They have to spend a lot of time researching archives and military 

data. 

It is important that the young people, who died for our freedom, are given a face 

that makes them recognizable now and in the future. A clear motivation for me 

to continue editing and translating for the time being. 

 

~~~~~~ 
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Jos Dierick: As a former English teacher at Canisius 

College Nijmegen, I still have regular contact with 

my former colleagues when there is another walk 

organised by the Ahasverus Teachers Walking Club. 

It was during such a walk in November 2019 that I 

heard about the Faces to Graves Foundation from 

colleague Anita Aengevaeren. The school was busy 

with a project about Faces to Graves and she 

thought that I could be a valuable resource for the 

Foundation as a translator of life stories of Canadian 

soldiers who fell during the Second World War and 

lie buried near Groesbeek. 

As far as the war is concerned: as a native of the 

south of the Province of Limburg, of course I know 

about the American Cemetery Margraten with no fewer than 8,000 graves, and 

also heard quite a few stories about the resistance during the war, for example 

because an uncle was arrested by the Germans and was taken to Germany. 

Luckily he managed to escape, after which he had to stay out of the picture until 

the end of the war. 

When I went to study and work in Nijmegen and then went to live in Elst, as a 

walker I quickly got to know the Airborne March in Oosterbeek, but that I walked 

past the cemetery at Groesbeek a number of times during the Four Days 

Marches apparently did not impress me! 

So when the former colleague asked me to think about doing work for Faces to 

Graves, I first looked into what all that would entail. I soon came to the 

conclusion that this work is not only interesting, but also very important, 

because “Lest We Forget”, we must not forget that these soldiers died for our 

freedom! 

We are now almost two years later and I have already done quite a few 

translations and I hope that many more will follow!! 

~~~~~~ 

 

The Board has seen some changes: Else has withdrawn but remains a member of 

the Research Team and can be deployed in Projects. Bas van de Kieft has alas 

stopped as Adviser. Bas, thank you for your work especially in recruiting 

sponsors. Maybe you would be willing to take on a Project sometime! 

Adriaan van der Pol, our co-founder wants to stop as Treasurer; he lives in the 

west of the country and the distance is too great a hindrance. Adriaan, many 

thanks for your years of commitment. We shall hold an official farewell when the 

transfer has been arranged 

Fortunately we have found a new Treasurer: Jochen Rengers. Thanks to him, the 

average age of the Board goes down and we have made a beginning in our 

efforts to bring in younger members who also live locally. Jochen, we welcome 

you wholeheartedly in the board! 
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On 19 July a ceremony took place in the context of the Nijmegen Marches, (four 

day march), called ‘Vierdaagse’. This happened on the day before this 

international event would normally have started. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Photos 

Anneke 

Poppenk- 

 

 

 

 

 

              Alice van Bekkum and Fred Hulsman lay a wreath for Faces to Graves. 
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After it finished we set Richard Hendricks in the spotlight, first by singing 

because it was his birthday. Richard was finally presented with the Faces to 

Graves coin (delayed through corona) and a certificate in which we thank him for 

finding the sponsors who made the production of this costly token possible.  

 

 

 

                   

President Alice van 

Bekkum was 

fortunate to give 

Richard his first 

‘birthday present’ 

that day. 

 

 

 

In the same week in which the ‘Vierdaagse’ would normally have taken place, 

Harm Edens and Joris Linssen walked completely across the province of 

Gelderland for the TV programme ‘Wandelhart’. Saskia Peters took part in an 

interview for this programme which was relayed 21 July on Omroep Gelderland 

and NPO. It can be seen on: https://www.npostart.nl/wandelhart/21-07-

2021/KN_1726781 

https://www.npostart.nl/wandelhart/21-07-2021/KN_1726781
https://www.npostart.nl/wandelhart/21-07-2021/KN_1726781
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19 July 2021 ‘Vierdaagse’ commemoration - Adriana Zylmans, president of the 

Dutch Liberation Canadian Society 2020, was also present at this event and 

afterwards, offered us lunch at Hotel Spijker in Beek. Her partner, Wim Zijlmans,  

her aunt, Riet van Dongen, who is a Sister of mercy and Hennie Koster were 

there, together with Dick Ackerboom, vice president and president Alice van 

Bekkum, representing the board of Faces to Graves.  

 

During this social gathering, 

the president received a 

splendid €1000 donation for 

Faces to Graves with an 

accompanying letter. 

 

Adriana Zylmans on the right, 

Alice van Bekkum left. 

 

Photos Wim Zijlmans 

 

In the framework of our cooperation with this society, there was a project in 

British Columbia in 2020 (see also Newsletters 8 and 9 on the website under 

Media) in which this society, during Remembrance Day, would read aloud the life 

stories of some soldiers who are buried in Groesbeek. Already, in October 2019, 

Julie Allen asked at the Research Team meeting for help and Hennie Koster 

volunteered. Alas, the project in BC was cancelled due to the pandamic.  

The Society did its best to find a substitute and came up with the idea to publish 

the stories in book form; by this time there were 159 short life stories in English, 

assembled by Hennie and Julie, an enormous task. Seven more had already been 

made by other 

volunteer.  

Before Adriana 

returned to Canada, 

we were again invited 

for lunch, and this 

time, Eric van der 

Ven, vice chairman of 

the society of the 

Dutch Liberation 

Canadian Society 

2020 was present. He 

has put the book 

together and proudly 

showed us the 

concept. 
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Visit #Vteam to the GroesbeekCanadian War Cemetery 

Report Else Schaberg: 

The aim of the Vteam is to show that youth make a difference and to make the 

voice of children and young people more heard. They make a difference by 

helping others. The youth of the Vteam would like to tell adults how they could 

make the world a little bit better/nicer. They provide friendship, peace and 

freedom. 

In July 2021 the Vteam set up its summer camp around the Freedom Museum 

and on 22 July they visited the Canadian War Cemetery in Groesbeek, the group 

consisted of about 35 children and their supervisors / parents. 

The Vteam had already spent several days in beautiful weather so they arrived at 

the cemetery in a happy and busy mood. It was nice to see how that mood 

turned as they entered the cemetery, quietly and respectfully they walked in two 

rows to the Cross of Sacrifice where they sat in a circle on the grass. 

There they were 

welcomed by 

members of the 

Royal Canadian 

Legion (RCL) 

and of Faces to 

Graves (FtG). 

Dick Akerboom 

(Vice-President 

FtG) gave an 

explanation 

about the 

cemetery and 

the work done 

by the Faces to 

Graves 

Foundation. 

The members of RCL - Martin 

Reelick (President), Toon van 

Bussel, Danny Murphy, Gerrit 

Bruggink- gave an explanation 

about their work, the Cross of 

Sacrifice and the meaning of the 

Poppy. All children received a 

Poppy and a Canadian pin. 

 

   Danny Murphy 
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The children and their parents were divided into three groups and each group 

went along with a member of FtG, which this time were Hennie Koster, Sigrid 

Norde and Else Schaberg. At a number of graves the children were told the life 

story of a soldier. 

 

Fascinating to see 

how interested the 

children were in 

these life stories and 

many questions were 

asked. 

 

 

 

Hennie Koster is telling 

the story of ‘his’ soldier 

 

Everyone was called back to the Cross of Sacrifice, this to the disappointment of 

many children.....there were still so many questions and they wanted to see 

much more! 

At the Cross of Sacrifice, the children sat down on the grass again and there was 

a moment of evaluation, all kind of questions were asked and many children 

expressed their respect for the soldiers......so difficult to imagine: going away 

from home at such a young age to fight for our freedom, that made a deep 

impression on them. 

The commemoration began with the reading of the Act of Remembrance, 

followed by the Last Post and a minute of silence.  

The children then lit over 100 candles 

which they placed at the graves, some 

of them visibly impressed. Another 

moment of reflection and the evening 

came to an end. 

An impressive evening for everyone, 

for the children to hear the stories 

about the soldiers and the war and for 

us to experience once again how 

important it is to pass on these 

stories, how important 

commemoration is.... Lest we forget. 

Berg en Dal broadcasting: https://youtu.be/suxUZCq3YwY  

 

https://youtu.be/suxUZCq3YwY
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As soon as the corona regulations were 

relaxed, a meeting of the Research Team 

was possible on 26 August in ‘t Zwaantje in 

Mook. Richard Meussen, the owner, has for 

many years given us a room free of charge 

for our meetings and we appreciate this 

enormously! 

During this meeting, some researchers 

whose existing life stories were used for the 

commemorative book, received a thank you 

from Julie Allen on 

behalf of the Dutch 

Liberation Canadian 

Society 2020 in the 

form of a Canadian 

silver 

commemorative coin 

and a beautiful 

brochure.            

Kim Huvenaars, Fred Hulsman, Gijs Krist, and Julie Allen on the 

right. (Not on this photo: Sigrid Norde, Hans Peters and Marian Straatman) 

 

        

 

At this meeting, 

Marian 

Straatman and 

Gijs Krist were 

congratulated for 

having each 

written 25 life 

stories.  

 

 

Photo Henk Baron 

From left to right: Gijs Krist, Alice van Bekkum and Marian Straatman 

Marian has worked from the beginning for Faces to Graves and also maintained 

the Facebook page for many years. In appreciation, Marian and Gijs were given a 

Faces to Graves coin and a certificate. Gijs first took up contact in November 

2018, asking for information about the Canadian crew member, Clarence Elgy 

Scott; he was on board the AVRO Lancaster aircraft which crashed in 1944 near 

where Gijs lived in Heerewaarden. In 2014 Gijs together with others living 

nearby, erected a monument for the crew members who died. Before he knew it, 

Gijs was writing the life story of Clarence Elgy Scott who is buried in the 
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Canadian Cemetery, Groesbeek. You can see pictures from  the Berg en Dal 

channel: https://www.omroepbergendal.nl/11346-stichting-faces-to-graves-

reikt-jubileumcoins-uit-aan-twee-vrijwilligers 

~~~~~ 

In September we received a welcome bequest from the legacy of Ben Viersen. 

Ben grew up in the Wieringermeer during the war years and then emigrated to 

Canada. 

~~~~~ 

On 15 September, Vanessa Kirtz who teaches in All Saints High school, in Kanata 

sent the life story of Edward Mc Bain Stroulger; this was her 50th life story - 

fantastic work from Vanessa, history teacher and from Kurt Johnson for editing 

and additional research. Many thanks for all your efforts. Vanessa is a faithful 

participant in our school project ever since she took up contact with us in 

November 2017. Moreover, she is a fine ambassador for our efforts to engage 

the younger generation. She has written instructions on how to write a life story 

for other Canadian teachers, based on our format: 

https://definingmomentscanada.ca/veday75/student-soldier-biographies/ 

~~~~~ 

On 20 October, a daughter, called Suus, was born to Theo van der Velden and 

his partner Marloes. We wish this young family much happiness. 

~~~~~ 

On October 30, there was a meeting of CanadianWarGraves-Nederland in 't 

Zwaantje in Mook, where our webmasters were present because the technical 

implementation of our collaboration was discussed. It became clear to us that it 

is important to use people with expertise for this! 

~~~~~ 

 

 

Recently, the War Museum in Overloon opened 

a photo exhibition: ‘Lest we forget’, to which 

the public was asked to contribute. A 

professional jury chose the best exhibits and 

one of them was from one of our researchers, 

Kim Huvenaars. She made her photo during 

the Nijmegen Marches in 2019 at the Canadian 

War Cemetery in Groesbeek. This exhibition 

will remain open until May 2023 at least. 

 

 

Kim and her winning photo 

https://www.omroepbergendal.nl/11346-stichting-faces-to-graves-reikt-jubileumcoins-uit-aan-twee-vrijwilligers
https://www.omroepbergendal.nl/11346-stichting-faces-to-graves-reikt-jubileumcoins-uit-aan-twee-vrijwilligers
https://definingmomentscanada.ca/veday75/student-soldier-biographies/
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Photos Kim 

Huvenaars 

Pictured is a 

Stormont, 

Dundas and 

Glengarry 

Highlanders 

(SDGH) 

soldier at the 

grave of 

Private 

Douglas 

Reginald 

Schofield. 

The life story of Private Schofield is written by Gijs Krist, you can 

find this story in the Digital Monument on our website. We are 

still looking for the soldier pictured in this photo. 

~~~~~ 

 

In June, Sharon Adams, Staff Writer for the Legion Magazine of the Royal 

Canadian Legion, reached out to write an article about the 

work of Faces to Graves. We put her in touch with Vanessa 

Kirtz, mentioned above, she lives in the same hometown as 

Sharon Adams. This resulted in a beautifully written article in 

the November issue, for which we want to compliment 

Sharon:  https://legionmagazine.com/en/2021/11/online-

monument/ 

We have received several messages from relatives since. 

~~~~~ 

 

To her great surprise, Alice van 

Bekkum recently discovered 

photos of the liberation of the 

village in the magazine of the 

historical association in her 

birthplace Giessendam in the 

Alblasserwaard. Only a few years 

before her birth, so that she too 

could be born in freedom. An extra 

motivation to keep going! 

Canadian Sherman tank at the town 

hall in Giessendam 

https://legionmagazine.com/en/2021/11/online-monument/
https://legionmagazine.com/en/2021/11/online-monument/
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Remembrance Day -11 November 2021 

Before the start of the 

commemoration, four buses 

with students from the 

International School from 

Brunssum arrived. 

The FtG researchers took small 

groups to a grave to tell the life 

story of that soldier. 

 Fred Hulsman 

 

                 Saskia Peters 

 

 

   -photos Kim Huvenaars- 

 

 Gijs Krist 

               

 

      Else Schaberg 

 

 

Dick Akerboom, vice president  
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The organization of the commemoration was 

in the hands of : CWO Hugo Asselin, CD Unit 

Sergeant Major Support Unit (Europe) 

Canadian Armed Forces. 

 

 

 

 

Acting Mayor of the municipality 

Berg en Dal, Sylvia Fleuren 

 

 

Alice van Bekkum and Gijs Krist lay the 

wreath for Faces to Graves 

Students of Afnorth International School 

lay a wreath with director of the school 

Janice Hughes 
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Peter ten Dijke of 'The photographic project of Canadian war graves in the 

Netherlands' took beautiful pictures of the graves in Groesbeek. We may use it 

provided the source is found at: http://lestweforget1945.org/ 

~~~~~ 

We were also given permission to use information etc. from www.project44.ca 

Quoting: Information supplied by Project'44-The Road to Liberation'. Our 

researchers are already making good use of it! 

~~~~~ 

Julie Allen has cared for the sending of this newsletter since 2019. Many thanks 

Julie! 

~~~~~ 

 

 

We have published a list on our website with all the names of soldiers we don't 

have a picture of yet. We ask everyone to help us to give the soldiers  ‘a face’. 

See: https://www.facestograves.nl/assets/PDF/Missing_photos.pdf 

~~~ 
 

If you live in The Netherlands you may be able to help us or if you know of 

somebody who can; we urgently need: 

- a new member from the Nijmegen area to complete our Board 

- someone who has experience with data processing to strengthen the Data 

Management Team 

- someone for marketing, PR and sponsoring 

~~~~~ 

As you know, our non-profit organisation can only go on working with the help of 

your gifts. We would like to warmly thank all those who have contributed. You 

can find the logos of our sponsors on the website. Sometimes we receive 

donations which we would like to acknowledge personally. Alas, this is not 

possible if there is no contact address.  

We thank everyone here for their gift!                          

 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

 

 

   Like us on Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/FacesToGraves  
  

http://lestweforget1945.org/
https://www.facestograves.nl/assets/PDF/Missing_photos.pdf

